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TITLE 10

ANIMAL CONTROL

CHAPTER
1. ANIMALS AND FOWLS IN GENERAL.
2. DOGS.

CHAPTER 1

ANIMALS AND FOWLS IN GENERAL

SECTION
10-101. Livestock at large prohibited.
10-102. Dangerous, mischievous animals at large prohibited.
10-103. Fowl running at large.
10-104. Keeping or possessing swine or goats.
10-105. Unhealthy and offensive conditions.
10-106. Noisy animals and fowl prohibited.
10-108. Storage of food.
10-109. Seizure and disposition of animals.
10-110. Violations.
10-111. Enforcement.

10-101. Livestock at large prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any
person owning or controlling any cattle, horses, mules, sheep, goats or hogs to
allow such animals to run at large in the streets or on any unenclosed lots in the
city.  (1990 Code, § 3-101)

10-102. Dangerous, mischievous animals at large prohibited.  It
shall be unlawful for any person owning or controlling a dangerous or
mischievous animal to permit such animal to run at large in the city.  (1972
Code, § 3-102)

10-103. Fowl running at large.  It shall be unlawful for the owner of
any chicken or other fowl to permit it to run at large or upon the premises of any
other person in the city.  (1972 Code, § 3-103)

10-104. Keeping or possessing swine or goats.  (1)  It shall be
unlawful for any person to keep or possess swine within the city; provided
however, that where any person owns or has leased a tract of land containing
two (2) contiguous acres or more within the city, such person may keep or
possess swine  on such property, consistent with any city ordinances prohibiting
public nuisances.
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(2) Effective June 17, 2005, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep
or possess goats within the city; provided however, that where any person owns,
has leased or has the permission of a contiguous landowner so that a contiguous
one (1) acre of land within the city is provided thereby, such person may keep
or possess goats on such property, consistent with any city ordinances
prohibiting public nuisances.

Effective June 17, 2008, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep or
possess goats within the city; provided however, that where any person owns,
has leased or has the permission of a contiguous landowner so that a contiguous
one (1) acre of land within the city is provided thereby, such person may keep
or possess no more than sixteen (16) goats on such property. If a person keeps
goats on a tract of land he or she owns or has leased in the city containing two
(2) contiguous acres or more, the limit established by this paragraph is
inapplicable, consistent with any city ordinances prohibiting public nuisances.

Effective June 17, 2011, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep or
possess goats within the city; provided however, that where any person owns,
has leased or has the permission of a contiguous landowner so that a contiguous
one (1) acre of land within the city is provided thereby, such person may keep
or possess no more than eight (8) goats on such property. If a person keeps goats
on a tract of land he or she owns or has leased in the city containing two (2)
contiguous acres or more, the limit established by this paragraph is
inapplicable, consistent with any city ordinances prohibiting public nuisances.

Effective June 17, 2014, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep or
possess goats within the city; provided however, that where any person owns or
has leased a tract of land containing two (2) contiguous acres or more within the
city, such person may keep or possess goats on such property, consistent with
any city ordinances prohibiting public nuisances.

(3) The land in question for the application of subsections (1) or (2)
must otherwise be appropriately zoned for the raising of livestock.  (1990 Code,
§ 3-104)

10-105. Unhealthy and offensive conditions.  Any person owning or
controlling any animal or fowl shall keep his property free of any unhealthy or
unsanitary conditions or any offensive odors.  (1972 Code, § 3-105)

10-106. Noisy animals and fowl prohibited.  No person shall own,
keep or harbor any animal or fowl which by loud and frequent noise annoys or
disturbs the peace of and quiet of any neighborhood.  (1972 Code, § 3-106)

10-107. Storage of food.  All feed shall be stored and kept in a rat-proof
and fly-tight building, box, or receptacle.  (1972 Code, § 3-108, modified)

10-108. Seizure and disposition of animals.  Any animal or fowl
found running at large or otherwise being kept in violation of this chapter may



10-3

be seized by any police officer or other properly designated officer or official and
confined in a pound provided or designated by the board of commissioners.  If
the owner is known he shall be given notice in person, by telephone, or by a
postcard addressed to his last-known mailing address.  The notice shall state
that the impounded animal or fowl must be claimed within five (5) days by
paying the pound costs or the same will be humanely destroyed or sold.  If not
claimed by the owner, the animal or fowl shall be sold or humanely destroyed,
or it may otherwise be disposed of as authorized by the board of commissioners.

The pound keeper shall collect from each person claiming an impounded
animal or fowl reasonable fees, in accordance with a schedule approved by the
board of commissioners, to cover the costs of impoundment and maintenance.
(1972 Code, § 3-110)

10-109. Violations.  Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate
any of the provisions of this chapter shall be punished according to the general
penalty provisions of this municipal code of ordinances. (1972 Code, § 3-111)

10-110. Enforcement. The provisions of this title shall be enforced by
animal wardens to be appointed by the city manager, or by police officers of the
city, or by the Humane Society of Chattanooga, Hamilton County, Tennessee,
under contract with the City of Soddy-Daisy, or by any other agency with which
the board of commissioners of the City of Soddy-Daisy may contract for the
enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.  Said agents or such agencies shall
have full power to serve summons, citations, and warrants for violations of the
provisions of title 3 or to make arrests for offenses in violation of the provisions
of this title.  (1972 Code, § 3-108)
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CHAPTER 2

DOGS

SECTION
10-201. Enforcement of chapter; obstructing enforcement.
10-202. Registration required; exception.
10-203. Who deemed owner.
10-204. License tag.
10-205. Registration fees.
10-206. Running at large.
10-207. Taking possession of, harboring dogs at large.
10-208. Inoculation required.
10-209. Inoculation prerequisite to license.
10-210. Inoculation records required; tags.
10-211. Impounding, destruction of violating dogs authorized.
10-212. Care while in custody.
10-213. Owner of registered dog to be notified of impounding.
10-214. Redemption of impounded dogs by owner; fees.
10-215. Release to persons not owners.
10-216. Disposition of unclaimed dogs.
10-217. Detention where rabies suspected.
10-218. Disposition of fees.
10-219. Wilful acts.
10-220. Failure to feed and water impounded animals.
10-221. Transporting in inhumane manner.
10-222. Female dogs.
10-223. Destruction of unfit animals.
10-224. Powers of humane societies.
10-225. Disposition of vehicles used or loaded in violation of chapter.

10-201. Enforcement of chapter; obstructing enforcement.  The
Hamilton County Humane Society (hereinafter referred to as poundkeeper), the
Soddy-Daisy Police Department, Codes Enforcement Official, the city manager
or his designee shall enforce the provisions of this chapter and shall have the
power to make arrests for the violation thereof.  It shall be unlawful for any
person to hinder, molest or interfere with the poundkeeper in the performance
of his duties hereunder.  (1990 Code, § 3-201)

10-202. Registration required; exception. The owner of every dog
over the age of three (3) months in the city shall register such dog annually with
the poundkeeper.  The poundkeeper shall state upon each certificate for
registration or renewal thereof the sex, breed, age, color and name of the dog,
together with its markings, if any, the name and address of the owner, and the
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date of registration.  Such registration shall expire one (1) year from the date of
issue.  After the first day of May each year owners of dogs who have failed to
register such animals shall be deemed delinquent.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to nonresidents of the city
who are traveling through the city or temporarily sojourning therein for a period
of less than thirty (30) days, nor to persons bringing dogs into the city
exclusively for show or exhibition purposes.  (1990 Code, § 3-202)

10-203. Who deemed owner.  If any dog is found on the premises of any
person for a period of ten (10) days or more, this shall be prima facie evidence
that such dog belongs to the occupant of such premises.  Any person keeping or
harboring a dog for ten (10) consecutive days shall, for the purposes of this
chapter, be declared to be the owner thereof and liable for violations of this
chapter.  (1990 Code, § 3-203)

10-204. License tag. The poundkeeper or the City of Soddy-Daisy shall
issue a metal license tag for each dog registered as provided herein, marked
"Registered, 20__, City of Soddy-Daisy, No. _____."  Such tag shall be fastened
to the dog's collar and worn by the dog when off the premises of its owner or
custodian.  it shall be unlawful for any person to use a tag on a dog for which
such tag was not issued.  (1972 Code, § 3-204)

10-205. Registration fees.  The owner of each dog registered shall pay
to the poundkeeper a registration fee of five dollars ($5.00), except that no
registration fee shall exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per year.  (1972 Code,
§ 3-205)

10-206. Running at large.  It shall be unlawful for any person to allow
any dog belonging to him or under his control or habitually found on premises
occupied by him or immediately under his control to go upon the premises of
another, or upon any public street or sidewalk or other public property in the
city, unless such dog is attended by the owner or his representative or under the
control, as provided herein, such dog shall not be more than fifty (50) feet away
from the owner or representative and immediately responsive to his call.  All
dogs shall be on a leash whenever in a city park or on other city maintained
recreational property.  Any dog found running at large in violation of this section
and any dog required to be registered found at large unregistered, whether or
not in violation of this section, is declared to be a nuisance and liable to seizure
and disposal as provided in this chapter.  (Ord. #4, July 2006)

10-207. Taking possession of, harboring dogs at large. It shall be
unlawful for any person in the city to harbor or keep in his possession or under
his control any dog, whether or not tagged and registered, found running at
large, except for the purpose of notifying the poundkeeper or the owner and
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holding such dog until the poundkeeper or owner demands it.  Any person
taking possession of any dog shall, within twenty-four (24) hours thereafter,
notify the poundkeeper or owner of his action and advise him where such dog
may be found.  (1990 Code, § 3-207)

10-208. Inoculation required.  Any person who owns, keeps or harbors
a dog within the city shall have such dog properly inoculated or immunized
against rabies, and shall, each year, have such dog reinoculated.  Any person
who obtains an uninoculated dog shall at once have such dog properly inoculated
against rabies and have such inoculation repeated yearly; provided that, dogs
need not be inoculated before reaching the age of three (3) months; provided,
further, that, the provisions of this section shall not apply to nonresidents of the
city traveling through or temporarily sojourning in the city for a period of not
more than thirty (30) days, nor to persons bringing dogs to the city exclusively
for show or exhibition purposes; provided, further, that, the owner of such dogs
shall keep them confined.

No person shall bring a dog into the city for sale, exchange or giving away
unless such dog has been inoculated by a veterinarian of the state in which the
owner lives or by some person authorized to make vaccinations and the owner
of such dog has in his possession a certificate of the person making the
vaccination or inoculation; unless such dog is kept confined or on a leash.  (1990
Code, § 3-208)

10-209. Inoculation prerequisite to license.  No dog license required
by this chapter shall be issued for any dog unless the owner thereof furnishes
a valid certificate that such dog has been inoculated or immunized against
rabies within the previous twelve (12) months.  (1990 Code, § 3-209)

10-210. Inoculation records required; tags.  Any person who
inoculates or reinoculates a dog against rabies shall keep a record of such
inoculation or reinoculation, which record shall be subject to inspection by the
director of health or his representatives, and shall provide the owner of the dog
with an approved tag, which shall have thereon, indelible or engraved, the year
of inoculation and a number which shall correspond with the number on the
record kept by the person inoculating or reinoculating such dog.  Such tag shall
be securely fastened to the collar worn by the dog.  (1990 Code, § 3-210)

10-211. Impounding, destruction of violating dogs authorized.
The poundkeeper shall take up and impound any dog found running at large in
violation of this chapter; provided that, if any dog so found is sick, injured or of
a vicious nature, the poundkeeper may humanely destroy such dog immediately.
If, in the attempt to seize any dog, it becomes impossible to secure it with the
hands, the poundkeeper, if convinced that the seizure of the dog is necessary to
the public welfare and safety, may destroy it by shooting it, provided he is close
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enough to the animal to kill it humanely and so far removed from any bystander
that no human life may be imperiled by the act.  (1990 Code, § 3-212)

10-212. Care while in custody.  The poundkeeper shall provide clean,
comfortable and sanitary quarters for all dogs, keeping males and females and
vicious dogs in separate stalls, and shall provide a liberal allowance of
wholesome food and fresh, clean water and clean bedding.  (1990 Code, § 3-211)

10-213. Owner of registered dog to be notified of impounding.  If
any dog or cat is seized and as provided in this chapter is registered, the
poundkeeper shall give notice by telephone or by registered United States mail
to the address of the owner given on the registration record, within forty-eight
(48) hours after the seizure of such dog or cat.  (1990 Code, § 3-213)

10-214. Redemption of impounded dogs by owner; fees.  The owner
of a registered dog or cat may claim and redeem it by paying the poundkeeper
an impoundment fee as established.  The owner of an unregistered dog or cat
may claim and redeem it upon payment of the registration fee required by § 10-
205 of this code and the impoundment fee.  (1990 Code, § 3-214)

10-215. Release to persons not owners.  An unclaimed dog may be
redeemed by a person other than the owner thereof upon payment of the
registration fee provided in § 10-205 of this chapter, if such dog is unregistered,
and the impoundment fee and board for each day of detention as provided;
provided that, such person shall furnish two (2) satisfactory references and sign
a written agreement that the dog will be cared for humanely and returned to the
pound if the poundkeeper demands.  Such person shall also agree that in the
event the owner of such dog claims it within a period of thirty (30) days, upon
demand of the poundkeeper and the payment by the owner to the poundkeeper
for the use and benefit of such person and board for the period that such person
has cared for the dog at one dollar ($1.00) per day, such dog will be returned to
the poundkeeper, who shall return it to the owner.  Dogs shall not be released
to persons other than their owners for any other purpose than to serve as pets
or watchdogs.  (1990 Code, § 3-215)

10-216. Disposition of unclaimed dogs.  Any registered dog
impounded shall be kept for a period of three (3) days after notice to the owner,
and if not redeemed within such period may be humanely destroyed or otherwise
disposed of.  Any unregistered dog impounded shall be kept for three (3) days
and if not claimed or redeemed shall be humanely destroyed or otherwise
dispose of.  (1990 Code, § 3-216)

10-217. Detention where rabies suspected.  Every dog which has
bitten humans or has been exposed to rabies or which is suspected of having
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rabies shall be impounded for a period of ten (10) days or more by the
poundkeeper, or, at the option of the owner of such dog, shall be detained in a
reputable veterinary hospital on condition that such owner shall make
arrangements with such veterinary hospital and shall be liable for the payment
of the charges while such dog is confined therein.  During such confinement the
dog shall be under the observation and supervision of the director of health, and
it shall be released or humanely destroyed by the poundkeeper after the
termination of the observation period according to instructions from the director
of health.  The director may order the poundkeeper to destroy such dog at any
time during the period of observation if evidence is such as to convince the
director that the dog has rabies.  During the period of observation, the owner of
such dog shall be liable for board fees, as provided in § 10-214 of this chapter,
if such dog is confined at the pound.  (1990 Code, § 3-217)

10-218. Disposition of fees.  All fees collected under this chapter shall
be used for the enforcement of its provisions.  (1990 Code, § 3-218)

10-219. Wilful acts.  It shall be unlawful for any person in the city
wilfully to set on foot, instigate, move to carry on, promote, engage in or do any
act toward the furtherance of any act of cruelty to any animal.  (1990 Code,
§ 3-220)

10-220. Failure to feed and water impounded animals.  It shall be
unlawful for any person whom impounds or causes to be impounded any animal
in any pound or other place in the city to fail to supply to such animal during
such confinement a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome food and water.
If any animal is at any time impounded as provided herein, and continues to be
without necessary food and water for more than twelve (12) successive hours,
it shall be lawful for any person, from time to time, and as often as it shall be
necessary, to enter into and upon the premises where such animal is confined,
and to supply it with necessary food and water so long as it remains so confined,
and such person shall not be liable to any action for such entry.  (1990 Code,
§ 3-221)

10-221. Transporting in inhumane manner.  It shall be unlawful for
any person in the city to carry or cause to be carried in or upon any vehicle or
other conveyance any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner.  (1990 Code, § 3-
222)

10-222. Female dogs.  Every owner of a female dog in season is required
to confine the same in such manner as not to attract other dogs for twenty-four
(24) days during the time she is in season.  (1990 Code, § 3-223)
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10-223. Destruction of unfit animals.  Every animal in the city which
is unfit, by reason of its physical condition, for the purposes for which such
animals are usually employed or used, when there is no reasonable probability
of its ever becoming fit for such purposes, shall be deemed to be a nuisance and
shall be deprived of its life by the owner or lawful possessor of such animal
within twelve (12) hours after being notified by a police officer or officers of any
incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to animals to kill the same.
When any such owner or possessor fails to comply with such an order, upon his
conviction, the judgment of the court, in addition to imposing any other penalty
provided by law, shall order a police officer or officer of an incorporated society
for the prevention of cruelty to animals immediately to kill such animal. (1990
Code, § 3-224)

10-224. Powers of humane societies.  Any officer, agent or member
of any society incorporated for the prevention of cruelty to animals may lawfully
interfere to prevent the perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any animal in his
presence, and it shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with or obstruct
any such officer, agent or member in the discharge of his duty.  The agents of
any such society, upon appointment by the president thereof, may make arrests
and bring before the city judge persons found violating the provisions of this
chapter.  (1990 Code, § 3-225)

10-225. Disposition of vehicles used or loaded in violation of
chapter. When any person is taken into custody by an officer authorized so to
do for transporting any animal in a vehicle or other conveyance, or overloading
a vehicle drawn by an animal, in a cruel or inhumane manner, such officer may
take charge of such vehicle or other conveyance and its contents and deposit the
same in a safe place of custody, or deliver the same into the possession of the
chief of police, who shall thereupon assume the custody thereof.  Any such
officer may, in lieu of arresting the person in charge of a vehicle overloaded as
provided herein, order him to remove therefrom at once so much of the weight
as may in his judgment be necessary to relieve the overburdened animal
attached thereto.  (1990 Code, § 3-226)


