A  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF THE CITY OF SODDY-DAISY, TENNESSEE, WAS 

HELD ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012 AT 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

MAYOR JIM ADAMS

VICE-MAYOR JANICE CAGLE

COMMISSIONER SHANE HARMON

COMMISSIONER RICK NUNLEY

COMMISSIONER GENE SHIPLEY
CITY MANAGER HARDIE STULCE

CITY ATTORNEY SAM ELLIOTT 

CITY RECORDER BURT JOHNSON

Several members of the Soddy-Daisy Fire Department were in attendance and showed a video of pictures from the various calls they have answered over the years.  Mayor Adams stated that the City is proud of its fire department and that it still has a 3 ISO rating.  He said recently the Soddy-Daisy Fire Department competed against six other departments in the Fireman’s Muster at the July 4th Celebration and came in 1st place.  Mayor Adams presented them with a plaque in recognition of their achievement.  He thanked them for their dedication.    

The minutes of the regular meeting held July 19, 2012 were approved as presented.

Old Business: 
2012-2013 ORDINANCE NO. ____

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SODDY-DAISY, TENNESSEE, ABANDONING 20 FEET OF RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG THE EAST AND WEST SIDES OF COPELAND CEMETARY.   SECOND AND FINAL READING.

There was no discussion.

1st
- Vice-Mayor Cagle
2nd
- Commissioner Shipley
Ayes
- Unanimous

2012-2013 ORDINANCE NO. ____

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SODDY-DAISY, TENNESSEE, REZONING FROM R-5 SINGLE LOT MOBILE HOME DISTRICT TO MH MOBILE HOME DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 9713 BARBEE ROAD. 

PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING.

Mr. Hal North, lawyer representing Hidden Hills Mobile Home Park, said the request for the rezoning is because his client would like to have an RV Park on their property.  He stated they did not want to nor would they put additional mobile homes on this particular piece of property.  Mr. North said his client plans to spend approximately $400,000 to prepare the site.  He noted that the owners of the RVs would have to get a permit from the City to put RVs on the property and that the permits would have a 6 month expiration.  Robert Cothran, 10175 Dallas Hollow Road, questioned if the surrounding neighbors new that the rezoning would be to allow RVs and not mobile homes? Mr. North stated the zoning is the same for RVs and mobile homes.  City Attorney Elliott asked Mr. North if they were asking for conditional zoning to only allow RVs.  Mr. North said yes.  Mayor Adams asked what the Soddy-Daisy Planning Commission’s recommendation was.  Commissioner Nunley stated their recommendation was to deny the rezoning due to the dumping of trash on the Hidden Hills Mobile Home Park property and due to the neighbors opposing it.  Commissioner Nunley asked what the $400,000 improvement would entail.   Rocky Chambers, engineer, said the improvements would include extending the sewer and building a retention pond.  Commissioner Shipley stated that three years ago this same request was made and they asked the property owners to clean up the mobile home park.  He said nothing has been done.  Commissioner Shipley said he would like to see money spent to clean up the mobile home park instead of adding to it.  He said that the police department is constantly being called to Hidden Hills for various reasons.  Tom Vigne, owner of Hidden Hills Mobile Home Park, said they have made improvements to the park since they purchased it.  He said they have torn down some buildings and bought some of the mobile home owners out.  Mayor Adams asked Mr. Vigne how long he has owned the park.  Mr. Vigne said 3 to 4 years.  Mayor Adams stated that the mobile home park has an image problem.  Mr. Vigne stated that they recently hired a new property manager due to the previous one under performing.  He said they bought a house adjacent to the mobile home park for the new property manager to live in.  Vice-Mayor Cagle said 3 years ago Mr. Vigne was asked to clean up some furniture that was dumped on the property and nothing was done.  Mr. Vigne stated it is not just his tenants dumping items on the property.  Vice-Mayor Cagle stated that she is aware it is not just his tenants but it is his obligation to remove whatever is dumped on his property.  She asked Mr. Vigne would there be restrictions on the RVs (size, age, ect.)?  Laura Combs, manager Hidden Hills Mobile Home Park, said there will be a preapproval process.  Commissioner Harmon noted that he has seen some dumpsters on the Hidden Hills property and commented that there are many other properties in the City that need to be cited to court because they are in a similar condition as Hidden Hills.  He said the owners should be given additional time to clean up the property and come back before the Board at a later date with the rezoning request.  Commissioner Shipley stated that he would like to see Hidden Hills Mobile Home Park cleaned up before voting to rezone the adjacent property.  City Attorney Elliott asked what would be the time period and exactly what would the Board expect them to do?  Commissioner Shipley stated he wanted them to be in compliance with the code.  Arnold Stulce, Vice-Chairman Soddy-Daisy Planning Commission, stated that the Planning Commission recommended denying the rezoning and that he has heard nothing tonight any different from what was presented in the Planning Commission meeting.  He said the owners of this property have not responded in the past to any of the Board’s requests.  Mr. North asked which property does the Board want cleaned up, the Hidden Hills Mobile Home Park or the proposed RV Park property.  He said “we are talking about apples and oranges here.”  City Manager Stulce asked how the property was going to be accessed.  Mr. Chambers said using the entrance on Barbee Road of the mobile home park.  City Manager Stulce said if they want to add on to an existing facility that was part of the City before it incorporated, which this property was and was “grandfathered in,” you have to build the road to standard which is 50 feet wide.  Mr. Chambers said the road is intended to be a private road, not subject to the 50 foot right-of-way.  City Manager Stulce said according to Mr. Chambers’ explanation, it will be an addition to the mobile home park and not access a public street.  Mr. Chambers said City Manager Stulce was correct.  Mr. North said he felt they were still talking about separate properties.  Mayor Adams said he did not think it was separate and couldn’t see that adding to this park would help the situation.  He said the City is not allowed to go onto the mobile home park property and cite individual mobile home owners.  He said this would be up to the owners of the mobile home park.  Vice-Mayor Cagle said this is the same piece of property that came before the Board 2 to 3 years ago and the owners were ask to clean it up.  She said the owners still have not improved the condition of the property.  She stated if the owners had cleaned up the mobile home park, it would have shown they were willing to work with the Board and the community.  Mayor Adams asked Mr. Vigne if he would like to entertain Commissioner Shipley’s offer from earlier in the meeting in which they would be given a specific amount of time to clean up the mobile home park and come back before the Board to request the adjacent property be rezoned.  Commissioner Shipley said the Board would give them six months to clean up the mobile home park to make it presentable.  He said otherwise he is against what they are trying to do and if denied, they would have to wait a year before they were able to request this property to be rezoned.  Mr. Vigne asked if the property is cleaned up could they request the rezoning before the six month deadline.  The Board said that he could.  Commissioner Shipley made a motion to defer action on the rezoning request for six months or less if the improvements to the Hidden Hills Mobile Home Park meet the standard of the City’s Public Works Director and the City Manager, seconded by Commissioner Nunley and the ayes were unanimous.                     
New Business: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SODDY-DAISY, TENNESSEE, REZONING FROM M-2 WHOLESALE AND LIGHT INDUSTRY TO M-1 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT THE SODDY-DAISY INDUSTRIAL PARK PARCELS ADDRESSED ON INDUSTRIAL PARK DRIVE, CONSOLIDATED DRIVE, EL DEE LANE AND GULF VIEW DRIVE.  PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING.

City Attorney Elliott informed the Board that there was someone in attendance that is opposed to the ordinance.  Tom Hayslett, lawyer representing Filter Specialist, said his client is in the business of making filters for liquids.  He stated that the process depends on having clean air and his clients are worried if the Industrial Park is rezoned M-1, it would allow for potential pollution issues.  Catherine Henderson, AYS America, explained how pollutants to the air could affect their candy packaging process.  Mr. Hayslett said M-2 zoning has many restrictions that are comforting to his client.  City Manager Stulce stated that a lot of the wording in the M-1 zoning was written over a hundred years ago.  He gave some specific industries that are allowed in an M-1 zone such as lard rendering plants that might be of concern.  He said these types of plants require conditional permits.  City Manger Stulce said he brought the rezoning idea to the Board to help fill the empty buildings in the Industrial Park.  He said even if rezoned, he was sure the Board would listen to any opposition the current occupants in the Industrial Park have before allowing a business to locate in the park.  He said the City would not want any high polluting business.  Mr. Hayslett said according to the M-1 zoning, all businesses would not be subject to review.  He said if it is not specifically listed and not prohibited by law, a business could locate in the park and potentially cause a problem.  Vice-Mayor Cagle stated that the Board could make the rezoning conditional to all businesses who want to locate in the Industrial Park having to come before the Board.  Commissioner Shipley made a motion to approve the rezoning conditional to any use of these tracts not in operation after the effective date of this ordinance being subject to review by the Board of Commissioners after notice and opportunity to be heard by the owners/occupants of the other businesses in the Soddy-Daisy Industrial Park, seconded by Commissioner Harmon and the ayes were unanimous.   
Citizens Participation:

Julie Robertson, President of the Daisy Elementary PTA, requested use of the Veterans’ Park for a fundraiser to help purchase playground equipment for Daisy Elementary.  She said the date of the fundraiser would be November 17th from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Commissioner Shipley made a motion to approve the use, seconded by Commissioner Nunley and the ayes were unanimous.
Melvin Wilkey, 10829 Ward Road, said there was nothing in place at City Hall to deter people from being able to bring guns into the building.  He said with all the other shootings that have happened in the past few years, he felt the Board should look into means of protecting themselves.

City Manager Stulce informed the Board that there was a contract from the Soddy-Daisy Falling Water Utility District for fire hydrant maintenance in their packets.  He said changes have been made that are better for the City and in turn better for the taxpayers.  He recommended the Board authorize the Mayor to sign the contract.  Commissioner Nunley made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the contract, seconded by Commissioner Harmon and the ayes were unanimous.

City Manager Stulce said there have been complaints from various people in the City about violations of the sign ordinance.  He said he referred the issue to the City Attorney and City Attorney Elliott in turn drafted a letter to address the problem.  City Manager Stulce said if this ordinance is to be enforced, it will include church signs, school signs and little league ball signs.  He said there are violations all over the City and “we” should not pick and choose who has to be in compliance and who does not.  City Manager Stulce asked the Board if they would like to revisit the sign ordinance and get the City Attorney or MTAS to look at a new sign ordinance before enforcing the current ordinance.  Commissioner Shipley asked City Manager Stulce if his recommendation was to consult MTAS.  City Manager Stulce said the current ordinance needs to be enforced or “taken off the books.” City Attorney Elliott said if the Board is not inclined to enforce what is on the books then it needs to be revised to something they are willing to enforce.  There was discussion between Board members as to which types of signs around the City are illegal according to the current ordinance.  It was the consensus of the Board for City Manager Stulce to consult with MTAS on revising the sign ordinance. 

City Manager Stulce said it was brought to his attention approximately a year ago about some commercial businesses in town being extended garbage service and some not.  He explained that originally the City sent out a bill for garbage service but eventually raised the property tax in lieu of a garbage service fee because residents were not paying their garbage fees.  He stated during this transition some mobile home parks, even though they were a commercial property, were provided garbage service.  City Manager Stulce said he has received complaints from various other commercial businesses who would like garbage service as well.  He said he referred this issue to the City Attorney and he has provided the Board with their options.  Mayor Adams said the garbage fee the City pays exceeds what the mobile home parks pay in property tax by over $10,000.  City Attorney Elliott said that the City has to treat similarly situated businesses the same.  He said the City has three options; extend the service to all the mobile home parks, do not provide the service to any of them or devise a fee structure for the parks.  City Attorney Elliott recommended that the Board terminate garbage service to all the mobile home parks and give them 30 days notice to contract the service themselves.  Vice-Mayor Cagle made a motion to cease garbage service for all the City’s mobile home parks as of October 1st, seconded by Commissioner Nunley.  On roll call vote Vice-Mayor Cagle, Commissioner Nunley, Commissioner Shipley and Mayor Adams voted in favor of ceasing the garbage service to the mobile home parks and Commissioner Harmon voted against it. 
City Manager Stulce informed the Board that there was information in their packets about the progress of the three federal highway projects and the Durham Street sewer project.

Commissioner Shipley stated that the City is waiting on one signature from a property owner to proceed with accepting an extension of Brumlow Hollow Road as a dedicated City street. 
ADJOURNMENT 8:58 P.M.

RECORDER JOHNSON

